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surface of the Moon, but around our
Nation. Our generation is tasked with
recapturing the American spirit that
put a man on the Moon by saying
““yes’” to American ingenuity in the
21st century. In that vein, Mr. Speaker,
we as lawmakers must enact legisla-
tion that makes that goal a reality—
things like enacting commonsense laws
like the Made in America Act, which
fosters a new era for American manu-
facturing and protects American jobs,
or, once and for all, declaring energy
independence for our Nation.

Now is our moment to honor the ac-
complishment and legacy of the Moon
landing by ensuring continued success
and independence of America for gen-
erations to come.

———
TRAYVON MARTIN

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. As a mother and
an American, I am well aware that this
Nation is a nation of laws. And our sys-
tem of justice speaks, and the reason
why we are a democracy is because we
adhere to that. But I'm proud of my
constituents and others in Houston,
Texas, who saw the need to petition
and to be able to join the family of
Trayvon Martin in praying to petition
their Federal Government. That is
America, Mr. Speaker—that all Ameri-
cans have a right to come and petition
their government.

Thank you for being peaceful. Thank
you for being prayerful. Thank you for
being ready to speak in tones seeking
justice, but doing it in a way that is re-
spectful of our system, and ready to be
able to achieve what your desires are
through continuing to pray and be
peaceful. In Houston, Texas, that is
what occurred. And I want to say
thank you for that peace and that re-
spect of the dignity and democracy
that America is, and the respect for
Trayvon Martin’s family.

——
TRAYVON MARTIN

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
Trayvon Martin, a young constituent
of mine that lived only blocks away
from me, was brutally murdered in
Sanford, Florida.

I know within my heart and will al-
ways know that things should have
been different. But I accept the law. I
was one of the loudest voices calling
for a fair trial for Trayvon after he was
profiled racially. He was followed, he
was harassed, and he was shot in the
heart.

On Sunday, in Miami-Dade County,
all of the churches held prayer serv-
ices. All of the churches prayed for the
Martin and Fulton families. All of us
are so saddened because we have lost
our son, our son Trayvon, who was only
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16 years old. He had only been 17 for 2
weeks.

God bless our justice system, that
they will see that it should not end
here. We must make sure that justice
prevails for Trayvon Martin.

———
0 1930
WE ALL ARE ONE

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I am
a mother of five biological children and
of 23 wonderful foster children. My
heart is broken, as my colleague’s
heart is broken, over any teenager
whose life is taken away from them.

But I believe without a shadow of a
doubt that it doesn’t matter the color
of a person’s skin in the United States
when it comes to justice. Lady Justice
has a blindfold over her eyes because
justice is colorblind. Justice shouldn’t
look at the color of our skin or our eth-
nicity or our financial background.

Facts have to be recognized as facts.
Law has to be recognized as law. No
matter if we are White or Black or His-
panic or Asian, whatever our back-
ground, justice must be served. That’s
why we need to stand up and stand up
for justice in this country, not have
justice that is separate for Blacks or
separate for Hispanics or separate for
Whites. We all need to be one under our
law.

————

IMMIGRATION REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, we are
here to talk about something that is a
rather important subject. Immigration
has helped make us the greatest Nation
in the world, and we want that to con-
tinue. We do not ever want our borders
closed; we want them secured.

Here to help in this conversation is
my friend, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. BARLETTA), to whom I
yield such time as he may consume.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve the problem is simple: we need to
secure our borders first. You wouldn’t
replace your carpet at home if you still
had a hole in the roof.

When you take that position, the
question you are usually asked by peo-
ple who support open borders is: Well,
what do you want to do about the 11
million people who are here illegally?

I usually answer that question with
another question: What do you want to
do with the 22 million Americans who
couldn’t find work this morning when
they woke up? What do you want to do
about the legal immigrants who came
to America for an opportunity, with
the opportunity that America promises

H4505

for those who come here for a better
life? What do you want to do about the
high school dropout who has to wash
dishes and may lose their job? Where
do they go? What do you want to do
about the single mom who works three
jobs just to put food on the table so she
could feed her family? What happens to
her?

Why when we talk about immigra-
tion reform is it always about the 11
million illegal immigrants who came
here knowingly breaking America’s
laws? What about the legal Americans?
What about the American workers?
Where is their voice in this debate?
Who’s speaking for them?

When it comes down to immigration
reform, I believe the answer is simple:
let’s secure America’s borders first and
protect America’s workers.

Mr. GOHMERT. 1 appreciate my
friend from Pennsylvania’s comments.

It is interesting, and it really is
heartbreaking, when you see so many
people, like all of the masses that were
here in Washington, to protest over the
ObamaCare bill. Anyway, it is rather
dramatic. The unions are now coming
out. Of course union leaders were all
for ObamaCare. Many of us said back
at the time: Do you know what, when
the union members find out what the
union leaders have done to them in
supporting ObamaCare, they are going
to be exceedingly upset.

Now when you look at the results of
ObamaCare forcing so many people to
part-time work—as my friend from
Pennsylvania was alluding to, people
now have been relegated to part-time
work—they may lose that. When you
combine the devastation of ObamaCare
and people that are losing their jobs
and are being forced to part-time work
and now having to do more than one
part-time job with less benefits, and
then you add on it the Senate bill, es-
pecially for African Americans here, it
is absolutely devastating. It is a dev-
astating one-two punch to the gut of
America when you look at the Senate
bill and how many Americans will be
really troubled to find employment.

We have other people that are here
that also wish to be heard. I yield such
time as he may consume to my friend
from Louisiana, Dr. FLEMING.

Mr. FLEMING. I want to thank my
friend, LOUIE GOHMERT—Judge Goh-
mert—for having this hour together
speaking on this important subject. My
friend also is my neighbor. Our dis-
tricts neighbor one another.

We have constituents who see this
issue, I think, very consistently, that
is, that when we poll them, when we
talk to our constituents, they are very
clear on the issue of immigration. They
say first and foremost, Congressman
FLEMING, whatever you do, do what
Congress and the Presidents have not
been willing to do, and that is secure
the border and put internal security in
that will prevent the visa overstays
that are 40 percent of those.

We have two lingering questions on
the whole issue of immigration:
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